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us, for the time is urgent and the atmosphere is becoming 
charged more and more with the heavy and dreadful elec- 
tricity of storms.'" 

The outlook for Italy and for Europe would be dis- 
heartening in the extreme, if the picture given here were 
all. There is something else to be said, which must go 
over to another time. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The British Friend raised the question in February last, 
whether in the Alabama award the United States did not 
receive much more than could be justly claimed for the 
damage done to our commerce during the war by ships 
fitted out in England. Investigation at the Treasury 
Department at Washington shows that no claims have 
been paid except such as have been allowed by the Court 
of Claims. The fifteen and a half millions awarded the 
United States at Geneva, not having been found sufficient, 
has been divided proportionally among the claimants. 
Senator Fr3*e says that the sum allowed the United States 
did not cover one-tenth of the losses inflicted on our com- 
merce. 

It is an interesting bit of history in connection with 
this Alabama affair, that England was so certain at the 
time that she had done us no wrong and owed us no repa- 
ration, that her representative at Geneva voted to the last 
to allow us nothing in the way of damages. But England 
honorably bowed to the decision of the tribunal, and the 
verdict of history is that she never did an act worthier of 
her greatness. "Would the United States imitate her 
example, if in the Behriug Sea case now pending, the 
decision should be against her? "We certainly think so, 
but with what "weeping and gnashing of teeth" we are 
unable to say. 



The editor of the Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, grows 
intensely and eloquently patriotic at sight of the warships, 
Baltimore and Charleston, which on the 14th of May 
steamed up the Willamette river and came to anchor before 
the city. He says : 

"The sight of the majestic warships, Baltimore and 
Charleston, as they steamed slowly up the river, passed 
through the draw of the steel bridge and cast anchor 
abreast the city yesterday morning, was a most inspiring 
one. It is difficult to believe that there was among the 
thousands who lined the wharves, crowded the bridges, 
and thronged the high banks of the river on the East Side 
to watch the coming into port of these vessels, one 
American citizen who did not feel a thrill of pride and a 
sense of personal ownership in these staunch representa- 
tives of the new navy of the United States. The argu- 
ment of the Universal Peace Society and the familiar plea 



of narrow economy in connection with naval construction 
alike go down before these splendid specimens of the 
nation's power upon the seas and give a feeling of security 
that the bare hands of Christian endeavor and the spirit 
of Christian forbearance are powerless to bestow. While 
it may with true humanity be hoped that the guns of these 
cruisers will never be called upon to carry a message of 
defiance and death to an enemy of the republic, the fact 
that they would be able to do so -effectively, if necessary, 
is one that carries with it a feeling of patriotic exultation. 
Against the possibility that the nation may never need the 
services of men-of-war in active encounter with a foe, is 
the fact that the possession of such vessels as these reduces 
this possibility to the minimum." 

If the ships which the editor was watching had been 
two of England's stoutest battle-ships, halting over against 
the city to bombard it, and he had been compelled to see 
his beautiful city in flames, his fellow-townsmen torn into 
fragments, and all the business interests of the place for 
the time ruined, he would doubtless have thought the 
English a very wicked and cruel people. Did it ever strike 
the patriotic spirit of the editor that patriotism in one 
country is just as meritorious as it is in another, and that 
when a nation decides to submit a difference between itself 
and another to the arbitrament of the rifle and the mortar 
that it thereby makes it just as proper and right for its 
enemy to kill and mangle and burn as it is for it to do so 
itself? You can not justly complain if men treat you in 
the same way that you are treating them. 

The "hands of Christian endeavor and the spirit of 
Christian forbearance," which seem to the Oregonian so 
weak alongside of these deadly warships, have done more 
to give a " feeling of security "in all civilized lands than 
all the warships that ever furrowed the seas. The men 
who feel the securest in any part of the world, and who 
are so in fact, are the men who, from principle, go un- 
armed, and the time will come when the nations will learn 
the same simple, practical lesson. 



The English Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury, who has 
in his time said and done some not very commendable 
things, gave expression in a speech the other day .to some 
sentences which everybody ought to hear : 

" After all, the great triumph of civilization in the past 
has been the substitution of judicial arbitration for the 
cold, cruel, crude arbitrament of war. We have got rid 
of private war between small magnate and small magnate. 
In this country we have got rid of the duel between man 
and man ; we are slowly, as far as we can, substituting 
arbitration for struggle in international disputes. Can 
you doubt that the great interests of labor will follow the 
same road which civilization has hitherto pursued, and 
that we shall in the end, by the action of public opinion, 
by the pressure of moral obligation in those who are con- 
cerned—that we shall learn to find, in the decisions of 
some arbitrating and mediating power, a result which 
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men are now attaining at the cost of such vast suffering 
to themselves and to others, through these miserable 
strikes." 

The London Echo facetiously remarks that Lord Salis- 
bury "is qualifying himself for the Presidency of the 
Peace Society." And why shouldn't he be? What more 
admirable than that he should be the President of a great 
peace organization of which all English-speaking peoples 
should be members. We Americans would be very will- 
ing to see our own Minister of State sit as Secretary by 
the noble lord's side in such high business. 



The suject of church union continues to occupy the 
thought of Christian men. There are many denomina- 
tions so closely allied to each other in doctrine and polity 
that they ought to be together. United they would be 
much stronger than at present. The example of their 
union would do much to bring nearer to one another the 
bodies whose doctrines and historic antecedents seem to 
make all prospect of immediate union hopeless. Christians 
are certainly one, wherever they may be found. If one, 
they ought to be able to live and work together. This 
they do much more now than formerly, and all who 
observe carefully the present trend of religious thought and 
activity know that the sin of sectarianism and church 
quarrels is rapidly diminishing. 

This year the subject of organic union between the 
German and Dutch Reformed churches was one of the 
leading questions discussed in the two bodies. It seemed 
at one time nearly certain that they would unite. This 
they finally failed to do, to the great disappointment of 
many both inside and outside of these folds. The two 
African Methodist churches have done better. They have 
come solidly together. There was never any reason for 
their being apart, except short-sightedness and misunder- 
standing somewhere. The same may be said about many 
other Christian bodies. The movement for confederation 
and union, however, will go steadily on, misunderstand- 
ings will be cleared away, doctrinal differences will be 
found in many cases to be more apparent than real, and 
the prayer of the Master that they all may be one as He 
and the Father are one will have a realization, even in out- 
ward ways, no approach to which has ever yet been seen, 
not even in the days of the apostles. 



This number of the Advocate is given up largely to 
reports of the Annual Meetings of the American Peace 
Society. On account of the death of the late Secretary, 
the Directors' Report is somewhat less extended than 
usual, but it will be found to contain much, it is hoped, of 
real interest to those interested in the peace cause. 



France and Spain have just entered into closer trade 
relations with each other. Their mutual exclusiveness 
has been found unprofitable to both, and hereafter, at 
least provisionally, the mountains which separate the two 
nations are not to be quite so high as they have been. 
Beginning with the present month (July), each nation is 
to get the benefit of the minimum tariff which the other 
imposes. This minimum tariff is much higher in Spain 
than in France, and the French are fearful that the 
new arrangement may work against them, but if a good 
beginning is half the battle, a friendly way of adjusting 
this difficulty will speedily be found. 



The platform adopted by the Republican Convention at 
Minneapolis contains the following short paragraph about 
reciprocity : 

" We point to the success of the Republican policy of 
reciprocity, under which our export trade has vastly in- 
creased, and new and enlarged markets have been opened 
for the products of our farms and workshops." 

That is probably all that could have been expected of a 
party convention, and yet it does seem that a little more 
of the space of such a prolix platform might have been 
given to a statement of the higher merits of such a benefi- 
cent movement. 



A recent episode on the Austro-Russian frontier is a 
vivid illustration of the way in which insignificant and 
unintentional occurrences may lead to bloodshed and war, 
where large armies are maintained in time of peace. 

Some Austrian troops, of the garrison at Brody on the 
frontier, in tramping around accidentally crossed into 
Russia. The Cossack pickets soon discovered them and 
reported to the commander at Radzvillou. The troops 
were ordered out and immediately started to drive the 
Austrians from Russian soil. The Austrians discovered 
their mistake, and just before the Russians got within 
firing distance, recrossed to their own side of the line. 
One trembles as he contemplates the possibility, that in 
the present excited state of Europe, so simple a thing 
might have plunged the whole continent into the desola- 
tions of war. 



Great Britain has appointed, as arbitrators in the Beh- 
ring Sea fisheries case, Lord Hannen, formerly president of 
the probate, divorce and admiralty division of the Queen's 
high court of justice, and Sir John S. D. Thompson, 
Canadian minister of justice. The United States repre- 
sentatives in this important arbitration case are Judge 
Harlan and Senator Morgan. 
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At the Peaee Congress held in Rome in November last 
four resolutions were passed under the heading, " The 
Promotion of International Concord through University 
Teaching." These resolutions will be found on another 
page. Mr. Hodgson Pratt, President of the International 
Arbitration and Peace Association, also read a very, 
valuable paper introducing the subject. This paper our 
readers will find- in this number. This paper and the four 
resolutions are to be sent by Mr. Pratt's Society to all the 
colleges and universities in the United States. It is to be 
hoped they may receive the attention they deserve. 

The colleges and universities of our land are a tremen- 
dous power in promoting all civilizing influences. The 
more intelligent men and women become the more un- 
reasonable warlike methods seem to them. These institu- 
tions of learning, even where they have given no conscious 
attention to the subject, have done much in forwarding 
the growing dislike of war. War would be impossible 
after a single generation, if all these seats of learning 
would resolutely turn the full force of their teaching 
against it. The young men and women who go out from 
them are the natural leaders of society. It is encourag- 
ing to note that within a very few years there has been a 
great awakening in these institutions on the subject of 
peace. 



Chilean relations to this country seem to be in a curious 
state. It is said that the newspapers of that country are 
unanimous in expressing the hope that President Harrison 
may not be reelected. That, of course, might be ex- 
pected from a country like Chile, even in case there had 
been no mistake made by our Chief Executive. What 
seems to put us in a more undesirable position in refer- 
ence to that country, in view of the recent action of our 
government, is the state of things being revealed by the 
congressional investigation into the Chilean troubles. 
This seems to be disclosing the fact that, to say the least, 
the United States officials connected with the affair are 
justly chargeable with great imprudence. 

We are of those who felt strongly at the time that the 
honor and dignity of the United States Government 
required that it should act with even much greater and 
longer forbearance than it did. Chile was in such a state 
of distraction on account of domestic troubles that she 
was in a very poor condition to act diplomatically even in 
her ordinary relations to foreign governments, to say 
nothing of extraordinary ones. 

At present diplomatic relations between the two gov- 
ernments are practically suspended. Signor Montt has 
resigned and the government has thought it inexpedient 
at present to name his successor. " Gingoism," even of 
the mild type which seems to have crept of late into 
American affairs, is sure in the long run to bring humilia- 
tion and dishonor. 



THE (LONDON) PEA.CE SOCIETY. 



Abstract of Annual Report, 1892. 

The Annual Report just issued, of the (London) Peace 
Society (47 New Broad Street, E.C.) records a year of 
great activity, both in the use of the platform and the 
press. The Society's lecturers and agents have given 450 
addresses on Peace and International Arbitration. 
Special efforts were made to secure the preaching of 
Peace sermons in the pulpits of all denominations on the 
Sunday before Christmas. Oyer 7000 requests to clergy 
and ministers were sent out from the office with this 
object, and more than 2000 of such sermons were reported 
to have been delivered. Dr. Darby, the Secretary of the 
Society, has twice been to the continent during the year, 
for the promotion of arbitration. He thus visited France, 
Italy, Belgium and Holland, and also took part in the 
Peace Congress of Rome in November. The Committee 
express satisfaction at the decided stand made on behalf 
of Christian and scriptural principles by him, as their rep- 
resentative at that Congress. They also derive encourage- 
ment from the recent proceedings of the Methodist (Ecu- 
menical Congress at Washington, U.S A., in October, 
when Mr. Snape, a member of the Executive Committee, 
read a paper in the presence of the President of the 
United States, in favor of International Arbitration. The 
similar favorable acceptance of the same subject by the 
recent International Congregational Council is commended 
in the Report. The Society's affiliated Associations and 
Auxiliaries have manifested increased activity, and its 
Foreign Bureau in Paris has rendered useful service to 
the cause in France. A large issue of new books and 
pamphlets has been made by the Society during the year ; 
and amongst the recent additions to its list of Vice-Presi- 
dents are the Marquis of Bristol and the Dean of Win- 
chester. 



A meeting of the Friends of Peace at Vienna, Austria, 
was held on the 26th of May last, uuder the Presidency 
of the Baroness von Suttner. During this meeting the 
statement was made that there are in existence 118 peace 
societies of which 71 are in Italy. 



All the governments of Europe except Russia, have 
accepted the invitation of the President of the United 
States to participate in an international monetary confer- 
ence on the subject of the more extensive use of silver. 



The causes of war should be cut up, root and branch, 
on their first appearance. Many real injuries and 
slights must be overlooked. Men should not be too zeal- 
ous for the phantom called national glory, which often 
means the misery of individuals. Gentle behavior on 
one side will tend to secure it on the other ; but the inso- 
lence of a minister may give unpardonable offence and be 
dearly paid for by war. — Erasmus. 



